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New Grand Theatre Opens Tonight
MANAGER

Torrance city officials, headed 
by Mayor William H. TolHonand 

leinbers of the city council, will 
K the honored guests at 

night's opening uf the new 
rand theatre. Manager Wendell 
mlth extended a cordial Invlta-. 
rm to the council group Tues- 
ly night and his bid was ac-

A short program of introduc- 
ans, for Torrance officials, heads 
' Pacific States Theatres, Inc., 
nd a group of motion picture 
layers, will be in charge of Al- 
t>n W. Smith, president of the 
hamber of Commerce. 
Manager Wendell Smith said 

oday that the visiting screen 
umlnaries will come to Toreance 
Irect from Hollywood for this

Above is seen a night exterior view of the new Grand theatre, Torrance's newest entertainment 
center, which opens tonight at 6 o'clock with an attractive initial program, accompanied by appropriate 
dedicatory ceremonies. Ideally located on Cravens avenue and affording the last thing in modern comfort 
and convenience, the Grand presents a strong bid for patronage from the entire Harbor district with its low- 
price policy of admissions.

ha:

Headed by Atlolphe Ramtsh us president, the Pacific 
lates Theatres, Inc., operators of the new Grand here, 
s long been Identified with the Southland's huge en­ 

tertainment Industry. Integral factors In the progressive 
policy which ban characterized all showhouses under the 
firm's banner are Mike Gore, vice-president, and his brother, 
A. L. Gore, secretary-treasurer. All three officials will at­ 
tend the. Grand's gala opening here tonight.

One of the members of the Pa-- 
clflc States Theatres, Inc., staff 
who will be on hand tonight to 
observe and participate In the 
opening of the new Grand will 
be M. A. Ellaworth. He Is dis­

trict manager for the entertain­ 
ment firm. Ellsworth has taken 
great Interest In the arrangement 
for comfort of patrons and film 
bookings.

'High Fidelity' 
Sound System

The science of modern motion 
picture sound reproduction has 
made tremendous technical 
strides since the days when the 
talkies were laughingly called 
the "squawkies," Manager Wen­ 
dell Smith of the new Grand the­ 
atre pointed out today.

In those early pioneering, days 
all speaking voices sounded fur- 

| zy and "tinny" and to distin­ 
guish the words wUh any degree

Mystery of Talkies 
Revealed by Smith
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o sit in a line extending back 
directly from the center of th« 

:reen. But these early trials of 
he sound motion picture might 
easily be compared to the hor»» 
and buggy days of the automo­ 
bile.

Engineers from the great RCA 
Victor laboratories, Smith Mid 
have recently consolidated new 
echnlcal developments In the 

science of sound and acouitlci 
and. incorporated them Into the 
design of a theatre sound repro­ 
ducing system which has been 
.ermed the "Magic Voice of the 
Jcreen." This la the sound to 
be heard in the Grand theatre.

Lease Negotiated 
by J. C. Smith

Credit for launching the new 
Grand theatre under the banne 
of the Pacific States Theatres 
Inc., goes to J. C. Smith of the 
Torrance Investment company 

ccordtng to Sam Levy, bullde 
if the theatre structure. Whe 

the building was more than half 
completed, Levy asked Smith to 
find a reputable firm that woul 
occupy the modern "structure.

Thru his many real estate eon 
tacts, Smith Interviewed offlola 
of the theatre chain, brough 
them to Torrance and point** 
out this City'1 ittrtctloni. Tb* 
leasing of the building prompt] 
followed.

Glamorous human creatures 
flit back and forth across a large 
liver sheet, their faces wreathed

f human emotion, and as they 
peak, millions of auditors gath­ 

ered in hundreds of motion plc- 
ure theatres sit spellbound. A 
nattering, thundering, oarth- 
ihaklng catastrophe is pictured 
in this same silver sheet and 
.hese same millions gasp, shud­ 
der and cringe as they live thru 
he terrifying experience In the 

safety of their plush covered

eats. 
All stirring, startlin

the screen actors who 
rtll appear in person are Tommy 
van and Ralph Byrd, whose 

atest starring pictures will be 
hown at the dedicatory show, 
everal other film artists are 
Iso expected to attend.

Screen Bill Announced 
This dedicatory program will 

> held between the first and 
econd shows, at 8:46 o'clock. 

Doors of the Grand will be opened 
the first time to the public 

at 6 o'clock and the initial screen 
irotgram is scheduled to start at 
i:30.

The first feature productions 
o flash on the new screen will 

be "Orphans of the Street," fea- 
uring Tommy Ryan, who will 
ppear in person, and with Rob- 
i-t Livingston and June Storey. 
Blown .in Arkansas" will be the 

companion feature, with Ralph 
Byrd, who will also make ft gUest 
ippearance on the Grand's stage, 
he Weaver Brothers and Elvira 
ind Pinky Tomlin.

Also on the dedicatory pro­ 
gram will be a Donald Duck 
comedy and the latest edition ot 
"The Mardh of Time,"

riendjy gesture of goodwill, agement is Wendell.Smith, Whose : launcncd by" tni

Low Price 
Policy to 
Prevail

With powerful sun-arcs spear- 
ing the skies, music, Introduction 
of million picture players, city 
officials and presentation uf an 
outstanding screen program, the 
new Grand theatre on Cravens 
avenue opposite the central fire 
station will make Its debut to­ 
night.

The Inaugural show prices will 
not be advanced over the modest 
admissions that will be the pol­ 
icy of this brand-new movie cen­ 
ter. Seats are selling at the box- 
office now at 15 cents and 28 
cents for loges. These low prices 
for such a modern theatre set a 
new precedent for entertainment 
values within reach of all.

Operated by Pacific States 
Theatres, Inc., the new Grand is 
the latest show - house to be

soothing, rasping, thrilling sounc 
that constitute the audible phase, 
of human emotions are faithfully 
reproduced In the modern motion 
picture with such realism that 
we, the auditors, literally enlarge 
our experience by living through 
them. That Is the modern mir­ 
acle of motion picture sound. 

Years of listening to radio, to
public addres 
motion plctur

systems and to 
sound have made

(Countined on Page 3-B)

GARDENIAS
For all the ladies attending 
the opening of the new 
Grand Theatre
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Congratulations to Sam Levy 
and Pacific States Theatres Inc.
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SAM LEVY 
. . . merchant-bullder-ploneer

Altho he didn't plan It tha 
way, Sam Levy today Is we 
along on his 21st year In Tor 

:e with the new Grand theatr 
building to his credit. This pop 
ular merchant started his thlr 
decade In this city last April 13 

The Grand, built to specific 
:ions to occupy a 60 by 130-foc 
ot on Cravens avenue, is Levy 
most ambitious construction pit 
|ect of his successful career, 
.easing It to Pacific States Th 
atres, Inc., the veteran Torran 
resident has assured local peop 
and those living in cities su 
roundlng Torrance a modern, u 
to-tho-mlnute entertainment ce 

where popular low prices w 
prevail.

Brilliant Lights 
Mark Theatre

Completion of the beautl 
Grand theatre marks anoth 
forward step for building CO 
structlon In this city. This m 
ern structure, complete In «ve 
detail, Is ont of the beauty ipo 
of the Harbor district.

Its brilliantly colored, net 
lighted marquee and functio; 
architectural detail* make ' 
new show house a bright spot 
Torrance community life.

still linger; 
He is a native of

South'
voice

eorgia. | 
Despite his youth, Smith is 
nsidered one of the most effi- I 

it theatre managers in the [ 
ithland. Many Torrance resi-; 

nts will remem'oer him for his , 
aeration of the Strand theatre! 

Redondo Beach 
i- at Manhattan Beach, 
le has operated entertainment 
ters in the south for seven 
irs as a member of the Para- 

ount-Public Corp., staff. Since

 apidly expand­ 
ing firm. The building and fur­ 
nishings are new and ultra-mod­ 
ern thruout and the whole 60 by 
130-foot structure has been con­ 
structed to provide maximum 
comfoi-t U> its patrons.

Levy Congratulated 
Built by Sam Levy, well-known 

n'd tiiTLa i Pionper 'business man of this 
city, the Grand building has ne-. 
leived careful attention from 
irchitect to the final whisk of 
he clean-up custodian. 

Levy is to be congratulated on
ming to California, three years

>, he has been associated with
number of theatres and has
 n identified with Pacific States

heatres, Inc., for over a year.
Manager Smith has moved to

'orraoce and during ,the past
days has beep on the job at
Cravens avenue theatre al-

<wt day and night.

heatre Head 
s Confident
President of the Pacific States 

heatres, Inc., la Adolphe Ram- 
h. He has expressed great con- 
dence in Torrance with the es- 

ablishment of the new Grand 
re here. His well-directed

adding this entertainment center
the Harbor district. 

Grrnd undoubtedly ranks

fforts have resulted this
autiful modern picture center.
Ramish has headed theatrical 

nterprises for mote than a 
uarter of a century and is re- 
arded highly in the profession.

First |00 Ladies 
o Get Gardenias
The first BOO women entering 

he new Grand theatre tonight 
will receive beautiful gardenias 

s gifts of William Wylam, own- 
r of the Poppy Flower shop at 
he corner of Cravens and Post 
venues. ,
Wylam Is offering these frag- 

ant souvenirs at the theatre 
i pen Ing as a gesture .of good 
vill toward patrons and manage- 
nent of the show house locatec 
ess than two blocks from his at 
ractlve shop.

The 
one

of the finest and most complete 
show places of the Southland.

It is air-conditioned with auto­ 
matic thermostats guaranteeing 
any temperature adjudged com­ 
fortable by the theatre manage­ 
ment. The latest in sound and 
projection equipment hag been 
installed, to be operated by li­ 
censed experts.

Has Splendid Seats 
The RCA "High Fidelity" sound 

booth and equipment has been 
nstalled at a total cost of $5,000 
md is Identical to that used In 
;he famed Carthay Circle the­ 
atre. .

Charles ,G. Huff of Los An- 
celes, member of the C.I.O. Local 
1418. will be the projectionist. 
He has operated sound equip­ 
ment for many years and is thor- 
luchly familiar with this tech- 
ilcal part of screen entertain­ 

ment.
One of the outstanding fea­ 

tures of the Grand are its ex- 
tionally fine seats: The seat- 
capacity is 800 with no pil- 

Inrs to obscure vision, while a 
new type screen assures restful 
vet clear vision to patrons' eyes. 
Loge seats have been placed In 
the last six rows.

Smith Heads Staff 
Heading the Grand's personnel 

is Wendell Smii;i, formerly in 
charge of the Strand theatre In 
Redondo Beach and the La Mar 
in Manhattan Beach. Ruth 
Specks will be cashier and Max 
Parboise, head usher.

Experienced attendants will be 
on duty at the opening program 
to handle the crowds.
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